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The Dangerous Devotion to Cults
1. What are some of the characteristics that define a dangerous cult?
Primarily, dangerous cults consist of people who are worshippers rather than principle-driven people. People believe the leaders are Christ. Secondly, thought reformed characteristics get created amongst believers (Oddy, 2014). Thirdly, there is massive exploitation of the people introduced in the dangerous cults. People get exploited through sex and the use of drugs. 
2. List several of the personality traits that fit a typical dangerous cult leader.
a) He was taking sexual advantage of his cult members.
b) Ignoring the needs of people in the cult.
c) Boasts frequently of his accomplishments.
d) Wanted absolute attention from all his followers without distraction.
e) Used sex as a form of ritual amongst all the adults.
f) Forced members to confess their faults through humiliation and ridicule. 
3. From the segments in the film on religious cult leaders, in particular Jim Jones and David Koresh (The Branch Dividians), what are some of the ways they use to manipulate followers?
Jim Jones and David Koresh employed the use of mind control techniques to lure their followers. The process of brainwashing and coercion got used to ensure most followers got introduced into the cult. Jim Jones would brainwash children to come to his house for Bible studies and then lock them up. Influencing people on learning about the word of God led to the manipulation of many people (Oddy, 2014). Besides, they used to coerce people in doing anything they wanted. For instance, they would force young girls to have sex with them to get blessed. Brainwashing and coercion led to most people joining the dangerous cults. 
4. After watching this film briefly describe what the differences/similarities are between religion and a cult.
Similarities
Both cult and religions contain many followers with one accord of promoting a specific roadmap that must get followed (Oddy, 2014). Followers practice the art of worship that gets supported by their heads. In both, there is a sense of belief that people use when taught about the word of God. 
Differences
Firstly, cult ensures people get manipulated to believe in actions that do not form appropriate life situations while religion creates transparent belief in the word of God (Oddy, 2014). Secondly, the cult uses force and brainwashing to make people understand the rules, while religion uses the faith of an individual to create belief.
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